[Paraaortic lymph node micrometastasis in advanced gastric cancer and its significance in prognosis].
Paraaortic lymph nodes dissection in advanced gastric carcinoma is controversial. Investigation of micrometastasis in these critical lymph nodes is important in the evaluation of prophylactic lymphadenectomy. A total of 2 339 lymph nodes, including 390 paraaortic nodes, obtained from 47 patients with advanced gastric carcinoma were examined immunohistochemically using cytokeratin antibody. Paraaortic lymph node metastasis was found in 95 of 390 nodes of 14 patients by routine histological examination. Micrometastasis in the paraaortic lymph nodes was immunohistochemically detected in 45 of 295 negative nodes from 15 of 33 patients. The 5-year-survival rate in patients with paraaortic lymph node metastasis was 56.0% in the node negative group, 25.2% in the cytokeratin positive group and 9.0% in the hematoxilin and eosin positive group. We have demonstrated a high rate of micrometastasis in the paraaortic lymph nodes of patients with advanced gastric carcinoma and have confirmed that prophylactic lymphadenectomy of these nodes is effective for such patients.